
Barack H. Obama Elementary School

Inclusion Policy (revised 6/2023)

Introduction

Barack H. Obama Elementary School (the school) understands that all learners have different

characteristics and needs to consider as they strive to meet and/or exceed their academic and

non-academic potential. We apply approaches and support systems to address the individual

needs and varied learning styles of students. Our goal is to seamlessly provide access and

inclusion practices services so all students have every opportunity to be successful in the

International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB PYP). In recognizing the diversity of

our collective learning community, we support the development of internationally minded

people.

Purpose

The school’s inclusion policy guides our practice:

● To maintain open access to the Primary Years Programme for all students

● To validate and enhance the efforts of our learning community to meet the educational

needs of all students

● To define the structures, systems, and resources needed to support all students

● To define the roles, rights and shared responsibilities of community stakeholders

Philosophy

In alignment with the International Baccalaureate Organization, the school believes in “an
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Inclusion Practices

Students at the school are taught by dedicated, highly-qualified, and caring teachers who are

committed to meeting student needs across the school context. The teachers are equipped to

serve students of any ability level through professional development, collaborative structures

with school and district staff, and support external resources. A team approach is used to

identify, evaluate, and provide the best plan of instruction possible for students at any ability

level. Students are supported emotionally, socially, behaviorally, and academically by the

classroom teachers, special subject teachers (music, Spanish, library/media), counselor,

interventionist, gifted education teacher, and exceptional education specialists.

Agency

Students at any ability level are encouraged to have agency over their learning and take action

for their work, behavior, and relationships at the school. Student agency empowers the learner

to actively participate in their learning experience. In the classroom, students are given

opportunities for ownership as part of the learning community with resources � o
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